» The cross-country rally will be held from October 6-14.
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Raid de Himalaya
to have new route

» sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Raid de Himalaya
will have anew route and willbe
without a title sponsor for the
20th edition of the country’s pre-
mier cross-country rally, to be
held from October 6-14. The off-
road motorsportsrally willstart
and end in Leh and will not hold
any of its stagesin Himachal Pra-
~ desh, as has been the tradition.
Organiserssaid thedecision was
taken much before the torrential
rain which resulted in floods in
the hill state earlier thisweek.
“Ourroutethis yearstartsand
endsinLeh. Thisyear’sroute was
never designedfor Himachal. All
our stages are between Leh and
Kargil districts. We will be
approachingLeh through Srina-
gar where the effect of the storm
was much less,” Himalayan
Motorsport Assiciation (HMA)
president Vijay Parmar said over
thephonefrom Shimla. .
Theiconic rally will not have
“any titlesponsor after HMA and
Maruti Suzuki ended their
almost 20-year association.
“We don’t have sponsorship
forthisyear. For thelastsomany
years, they (Maruti) have con-

stantly been pressurising us to

adjustresultsandfinally we sai_d
we cannot. This year HMA is
sponsoringits own RaiddeHima-

-laya. Wehavehadtogoasfarasto

decline Maruti an entry into the
event though they wanted to,”
said Parmar.

“We informed them initially
that they should sign up. How-
ever, September 15 was the last
day and there was noword from -
them thatthey wanttocome and
suddenly on September 16 there -
wasabarrageofphonecallsask-
ing‘whyhaven’tyouentered our
team’.Isaid becauseyouhaven’t
applied. Rulesarerules.” .

Maruti Suzuki were the title

_sponsors of the Raid since 2001
- and for the first time they won’t

have a team in the rally. “They
havebeensolidly behind usfor17
years,” added Parmar.

* This yearthereare 125entries
across all categories and a new
Moto Adventure class (bikes)has
been introduced. A total of 31
teams for Xtreme cars and
trucks, 37 for Xtreme motorcy-
cles and quads, 12 bikers in the
Alpine two-wheeler category,
and 31 teamsin AdventureTrail,
which follows the Time-Speed-
Distance format, will take part.
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‘Raid de Hnnalaya
from October 8

TIMES News NETWORK

Shimla: Motorsport titans of
the country are set to clash in
the 20th edition of Raid de Hi-
malaya—world’s highest cross-
country motorsport challenge.
Raid 2018 will start from Octo-
ber8and endon October14. A to-
tal of 31 teams for Xtreme cars
and trucks, 37 teams for Xtreme
motorcycles and quads, 12 bi-
kers in the Alpine two-wheeler
category,and 31teams in Adven-
ture Trail, which follows the ti-
me-speed-distance format, are
going torace on the highest rea-
ches of the Himalayas.

This year’s Raid will run its
first stage on the never-before
traversed section from Lamay-
ury, called the moon land of La-
dakh, to Photoksar. Rallyists
are going to race on a newly-up-
graded road that was earlier a
mule track into Zanskar, Cros-
sing the Sirisir La at a height of
4,805 meters above sea level, the
20th Raid De Himalaya is going

toenter totally unchartered ter-

ritory,

clash between motorsport ti-
tans Phil Mathais and Amitra-

jit Ghosh of Team Mahindra, :
Raid winner 2015 Lhakpa Tse- :
ring, Raid 2017 runners-up San-
jay Razdan and Sanjay Agar- :

wal, Raid 2017 third overall.

The choice of vehicles for
these motorsport champions is
diverse. This year Raid is is go-
ing to feature Mathais and

Ghosh driving the XUV 500,

Sanjay Razdan driving the Ma- :
ruti Gypsy, Sanjay Agarwal dri-
ving the Grand Vitara, and :
Lakhpa Tsering of Arunachal -
Pradesh challenging them all :
withthe PolarisRZR 1000 Turbo

Dynamix.
Raid 2018 will see compotl

tors racing to Umba La, a high
mountain pass at an elevation g
of 4,496 meters above sea Jevel, :
This is one of the most specta-
cular stretches globally, and is
listed ondangerousroads.org.

Raid 2018 is all set for the
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